
Fourth Sunday of Advent (12/19/2021) 

 Prepare ye the way of the Lord: make straight His paths.  The Baptist’s cry was not 

simply an announcement.  He doesn’t say “I come to tell you something you won’t believe.”  He 

does not say “I come to bring you news of great joy” (as we will here the angles say on 

Christmas night to the shepherds).  He does not just say “get ready, there is someone coming.”  

He says more than this.  Last week he said: He that shall come after me, who is preferred before 

me: the cachet of whose shoe I am not worthy to loose.  Today, he does not simply announce - he 

calls to action; he does not merely give warning of an arrival, but he indicates that the Lord 

demands a response.  Moreover, he indicates that by our actions we can even impede the great 

event. 

 You may say how could we, weak and powerless in comparison to the awesome power of 

God, get in the way of God’s arrival?  Why would we need to prepare the way - can’t God 

simply blaze the path Himself (and a lot better than we could hope to do)?  Why would God need 

us to make straight His paths - God can travel down any path regardless of its shape - nothing 

can get in God’s way.  Why must we act to prepare for God’s arrival?  The answer lies in John’s 

other great message, a message of repentance.  A message that goes to the human heart.  A 

message that demands a response in the form of a baptism of repentance.  The desires of the 

heart must be put to action.  Opening oneself to the power of God demands a response.  God 

does not desire to push His way into the door of our hearts - as He will say - behold, I stand at 

the door and knock.  He leaves it to us to unlatch that door, He leaves it to us to invite Him in. 

 Prepare ye the way of the Lord: make straight His paths.  There are two parts to this.  We 

have to prepare the way - or the road- of the Lord by both internal and external actions.  

Internally, we have to desire the closeness that the Lord offers.  We have to want to experience 

the gifts that God can provide.  We have to be willing to put aside our own will (as Mary did at 

the Annunciation and Jesus did in the Garden), we must be willing to turn ourselves over to the 

Lord in true discipleship (as did the many saint and martyrs that we remember).  Now, I am 

speaking here of the internal disposition - the desire to do it, the willingness to do it, the docility 

to surrender our wills to the will of God and to Love God with our whole heart, mind and soul - a 

love that makes our hearts ache for union with God. 



 The second part is more practical.  Mary had to do more than desire to serve the Lord - 

she had to respond to the angel’s announcement, she had to set aside her life plans, she had to 

give herself to the hours of time it took to be a mother to Jesus, she had to submit to the terror of 

watching her only child die in front of her.  This is more than willingness, this is willingness in 

action.  Our Lord gives example of this too.  Not only does He speak about his willingness to 

suffer and die, not only does He give agreement to the chalice placed before Him in the Garden 

of Gethsemane.  He shows restraint in suffering each insult and spit and slap, he doe not resist 

when he is being scourged or nailed to the cross - although He always possessed the power to 

stop it from happening.  The desires of the heart must be put into action, the love in the heart 

must be enfleshed in practical acts of love. 

 Prepare ye the way of the Lord: make straight His paths.  The next line give su guidance 

for both the internal and external aspects of this preparation.  We heard spoken in the Gospel: 

very valley shall be filled: and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, and the crooked 

shall be made straight, and the rough ways plain: and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  

We fill in valleys (low places) when we hope in the Lord and His promises at the low times and 

do not give in to despair when it seems the Lord is far off - keeping our hearts open to His call.  

We also fill in the valleys when we give of our material resources to fill what is lacking in the 

world around us - making a pathway of charity upon which the Lord will travel.  We bring down 

the mountains and hills of our self-will and pride when we recognize our sinfulness, go to 

confession, humble ourself before God and others - thus not competing with God for dominance 

of our lives.  We also lay low mountains and hills when we bring down barriers to justice, when 

we give others and God their due, when we refrain from placing barriers in others ways.  We 

make crooked ways straight when we correct our faulty assumptions of God an others that lead 

to misunderstanding and lack of charity - for it is only in this understanding of God and others in 

Love that we possess a heart wherein God will reside.  We also make crooked ways straight 

when we reconcile with our neighbor, promote peace, and help others int his works to understand 

the truth of God. 

 The goal this Christmas should be to prepare the way of the Lord so that all of us - 

individually, as a family, as a nation - actually all flesh - will be able to see the salvation of God.


